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Henry II  and  Richard.     The present plan also was very
quickly superseded.

REX Vicecomiti Norhamton., salutem. Scias quod pro
magna necessitate nostra et urgentissima debitorum nostrorum
instantia, necnon et pro conservatione terrae nostrae Pictaviae,
concesserunt nobis sui gratia communiter omnes magnates et
fideles totius regni nostri donum nobis faciendum, scilicet de
qualibet caruca sicut juncta fuit in crastino Beati Johannis
Baptistae proximo praeterito, anno regni nostri quarto, duos
solidos, per manum tuam et duorum de legalioribus militibus
comitatus tui colligendos, qui de voluntate et consilio omnium
de comitatu in pleno comitatu eligentur ad hoc faciendum. Et
ideo tibi praecipimus, firmiter et districte injungentesquatenus,
convocato comitatu tuo pleno, de voluntate et consilio eorum
de comitatu, eligi facias duos de legalioribus militibus totius
comitatus qui melius sciant velirit et possint huic negotio ad
commodum nostrum intendere, et illis tecum assumptis statim
donum illud per totam bailliam tuam facias assideri et colligi
de singulis carucis, sicut praedictum est, exceptis dominicis
archiepiscoporum, episcoporum et rusticorum suorurn, et ex-
ceptis dominicis ordinis Cisterciensis et de Premustre.....

(Close Rolls I. 437.)

A. D. 1225.   THIRD CHARTER OF HENRY III.

The peace of the country was restored in 1224 ; Hubert de
Burgh having at length succeeded in expelling the last remnant
of John's unprincipled mercenary followers. Henry (who was
now pronounced to be of age) and his advisers began to con-
template the recovery of the continental inheritance ; for this
purpose he asked of his national council at Westminster in
February, 1225, an aid of a * fifteenth'. It was granted in
consideration of the reissue of the charters, which were accord-
ingly repromulgated, with two alterations : (i) the substitu-
tion of the * spontanea et bona voluntate nostra ' for the
* consilio ' of the former charters ; and (2) the insertion of the
final clause, which specifies the granting of the aid as the price
of the present concession. The wisdom of the latter change is
obvious. The reason of the former is not so clear ; nor are we